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February  2 ,  1989

CERTIFIED RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
(P 879  596  387)

Mr  .  Rober t  l lagen,  D i  rec to r
0 f  f  i ce  o f  Sur f  ace  Min ing

Reclamat ion and Enforcement
Su i te  310 ,  S iLver  Square
625 S i lver  Avenue,  S .  1^ f .
Albuquerque,  New Mexico 87L02

Dear  Mr  .  Eagen:

Re : TpN X88-Q2-107-12-TV1 . Co-Op Mining_eompany. Bear Canyon

Pursuant  to  your  le t te r  o f  January  27  ,  1989,  rece ived by
the  unders igned  (des igna ted  con tac t )  on  February  1 ,  1989 ,  the
fo l low ing  i s  a  reques t  fo r  an  in fo rma l  rev iew o f  the  pos i t i on
taken by  the  A lbuquerque F ie ld  0 f f i ce  w i th  respec t  to  the
in fe r red  v io la t ion  and tha t  the  re fe renced TDN was arb i t ra ry
and  capr i c ious .

P lease  cons ider  the  fac ts  l i s ted  be low in  your  rev iew o f
th i s  i ssue .

The d ischarge water  i s  o f  cu l inary  qua l i t y  and d id  no t  come
in to  con tac t  w i t f r  m in ing  d is tu rbed  a reas  p r io r  to  i ssuance
of  the Ten-Day-Not ice (TDN).

2 .  The  Depar tment  o f  HeaL th 's  in fo rma l  pos i t i on  i s  tha t
i ssuan ie  o f  a  UPDES d ischarge  permi t - fo r  cu l ina ry  qua l i t y
wate r  does  no t  se rve  a  use fu l  pu rpose ,

an equal opportunity employer
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Page 2
Mr .  Rober t  Hagen
TDN X88-0 ?.-L07-12-TV1
ACr /0L5102s
February  2 ,  L989

d jh
cc :  G .  Hansen

D.  R .  N ie lson
B .  W.  Rober ts
K.  May
J .  Wh i tehead
P.  r .0  .

AT1 8 I LZ-L3

The U.S .  Fores t  Serv ice  i s  d isa l low ing  i ssuance  o f  a
UPDES/NPDES d ischarge permi t  on  or  ad jacent  to  fo res t
se rv ice  land  a t  th i s  t ime .  Consequen t l y ,  a  wa ive r  to  the
permi t  may  be  requ i red .

Co-0p Min ing  Company has  app l ied  fo r  the  requ is i te  permi ts

Co-Op Min ing  Company  i s  temporar i l y  d i ve r t ing  th i s  f l ow
through the  mine  sed imenta t ion  pond,  pend ing  reso lu t ion  o f
the  UPDES permi t  i ssuance  ( th i s  ac t ion  resu l t s  in
degradat ion  o f  the  cu l inary  qua l i t y  o f  the  d ischarged
water  )  .

The  D iv is ion 's  ac t ions  have  no t  compromised  the
env i ronmenta l  s i tua t ion  a t  the  Co-Op Mine.

ShouLd  add i t i ona l  i n fo rmat ion  be  requ i red ,  p lease  adv ise .

S incere ly ,

J*"/aP
Lowel l  P.  Braxton
Admin is t ra to r
Minera l  Resource  Deve lopment
and Reclamat ion Program
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